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DAD Data Elements, 2024–2025

DAD Data Elements, 2024–2025
The following three tables provide a comparative list of DAD mandatory and optional data elements for Acute Inpatient and Day Surgery 
abstracts by submitting jurisdiction, along with a brief description of the data element. 

Please refer to the latest version of the DAD Abstracting Manual for full details on each data element.

Table 1: DAD Data Elements, 2024–2025 — Acute Care

Table 2: DAD Data Elements, 2024–2025 — Day Surgery

Table 3: DAD Data Elements, 2024–2025 — Group 19 Licensed Vendor Assigned Values

Acute Inpatient

Table 1	 DAD Data Elements, 2024–2025 — Acute Care
Legend 
M — mandatory; O — optional; M* — conditional mandatory; D — derived; NA — not applicable

Group Field
Data Element 
Name Description

Field Status
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nun.

Group 01 — 
Submission 
Control Data 
Elements

01 Institution 
Number

A five-character code 
assigned to a reporting facility 
by a provincial/territorial 
ministry of health identifying 
the facility and the level of 
care of the data submitted.

M M M M NA M M M M M M M M

02 Batch Count Batch Count indicates the 
number of records contained 
within the batch.

M M M M NA M M M M M M M M
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Group Field
Data Element 
Name Description

Field Status
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nun.

Group 10 — 
Diagnosis 
Information 
(25 occurrences)

01 Diagnosis Prefix
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Group Field
Data Element 
Name Description

Field Status
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nun.

Group 11 — 
Intervention 
Information 
(20

Que. Sask.

Nun.
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Group Field
Data Element 
Name Description

Field Status
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nun.

Group 13 — 
Special 
Care Unit 
Information 
(6 occurrences) 
(continued)

Derived SCU Hours SCU Hours is the difference, 
in hours, between the SCU 
Admit Date/Time and the 
SCU Discharge Date/Time. 
Total SCU Hours is the 
sum of the hours from the 
first six occurrences of the 
special care units.

D D D D NA D D D D D D D D

Group 14 — 
Basic Options

01–19 Basic Options Basic Options are defined 
by the facility or Provincial/
Territorial Ministry/Department 
of Health and are used 
to collect supplemental 
information required to 
meet the needs of the 
reporting facility.

O O O O NA O O O O O O O O

Group 15 — 
Mental Health 
Indicators

04 MH — Change 
in Legal Status 
From Admission

Describes the outcome of 
any psychiatric assessment 
that may affect the status 
of the patient during the 
current admission in the 
reporting facility.

M* O O O NA O O O O M* O O O

07 MH — Previous 
Psychiatric 
Admission

Identifies whether the 
patient had any previous 
psychiatric admissions prior 
to the current admission 
the reporting facility.

O O O M* NA O O O O O O O O

10 MH — Number 
of ECT 
Treatments

Identifies the number of 
electroconvulsive therapy 
(ECT) treatments the 
patient received.

M* M* M* M* NA M* M* M* M* M* M* M* M*
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Group Field
Data Element 
Name Description

Field Status
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nun.

Group 15 — 
Mental Health 
Indicators 
(continued)

15 Legal Status 
Upon Arrival 
to Emergency 
Department (ED)

Identifies the status of the 
patient at the time of arrival to 
the ED of the reporting facility. 

M* M* M* M* NA NA M* M* NA M* M* NA M*

16 Legal Status at 
Admission

Describes the legal status of 
the patient upon admission 
to hospital. For patients 
admitted via the ED of the 
reporting facility, record legal 
status at the time the order 
to admit is written in the ED.

M* M* M* M* NA M* M* M* M* M* M* M* M*

17 Type of Restraint Identifies the use of control 
interventions to restrain 
a patient during the first 
3 days of their inpatient 
stay. Chemical restraints are 
excluded from data collection. 

M* M* M* M* NA M* M* M* M* M* M* M* M*

18 Frequency of 
Restraint Use

Identifies the amount of 
time restraints were used 
during the first 3 days of 
inpatient stay.

M* M* M* M* NA M* M* M* M* M* M* M* M*

Group 16 — 
Special Projects

99 Project Number A three-digit number that 
identifies the special project 
information being captured 
for that project.

M* M* M* M* NA M* M* M* M* M* M* M* M*

01–24  Special Projects Used to collect supplemental 
data required to meet the 
information needs of CIHI, 
the provinces/territories 
and health care facilities.

M* M* M* M* NA M* M* M* M* M* M* M* M*
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Group Field
Data Element 
Name Description

Field Status
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nun.

Group 18 — 
Reproductive 
Care 
Information 
(continued)

07 Delivery Time The time recorded on the 
mother’s abstract to identify 
when the baby was born. 

M* M* M* M* NA M* M* M* M* O M* M* M*

08 Date of Last 
Menses

Date of Last Menses is 
the calendar date of the 
patient’s last menses.

M* O M* M* NA M* M* M* M* O M* O M*

09 Breastfeeding 
on Discharge 
for Obstetrics 
Delivered Cases

Indicates whether a mother 
was breastfeeding her infant 
at the time of discharge from 
the facility.

M* M* O O NA O M* M* O O O O O

12
DerivedM*
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Day Surgery

Table 2	 DAD Data Elements, 2024–2025 — Day Surgery
Legend 
M — mandatory; O — optional; M* — conditional mandatory; D — derived; NA — not applicable

Note: DAD data elements that are not applicable for day surgery in any jurisdiction are not included.
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Group Field
Data Element 
Name Description

Field Status
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nun.

Group 03 — 
Patient/Client 
Demographics 
(continued)

05 Province/
Territory 
Issuing Health 
Care Number

Represents the provincial/
territorial or federal 
government from which 
the Health Care Number 
was issued.

M NA NA M NA NA M M NA M M M M

06 Responsibility 
for Payment 

Identifies the primary source 
responsible for payment 

M
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Group Field
Data Element 
Name Description

Field Status
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nun.

Group 05 — 
Separation

01–02 Discharge 
Date/Time

The date and time 
when the patient was 
formally discharged.

M NA NA M NA NA M M NA M M M M

04 Institution To Identifies the institution 
number of another health 
care facility or another level 
of care within the reporting 
facility where the patient 
was transferred to for 
further care. This field also 
identifies referrals for services 
following discharge.

M* NA NA M* NA NA M* M* NA M* M* M* M*

05 Discharge 
Disposition

The location where the 
patient was discharged to 
or the status of the patient 
on discharge.

M NA NA M NA NA M M NA M M M M

Derived Institution 
To Type

Type of care assigned 
to institution entered in 
the Institution To field.

D D D D NA D D D D D D D D

Group 07 — 
Patient Service

01 Main Patient 
Service

Describes a group of 
similar patients with related 
diagnoses, conditions, 
problems or circumstances 
and interventions. The 
Main Patient Service is 
usually determined by 
the Most Responsible 
Diagnosis code.

M NA NA M NA NA M M NA M M M M

02 Main Patient 
Subservice

A facility-defined number that 
allows further differentiation of 
types of patients treated within 
the Main Patient Service.

O NA NA O NA NA O O NA O O O O
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Group Field
Data Element 
Name Description

Field Status
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nun.

Group 11 — 
Intervention 
Information 
(20 occurrences) 
(continued)

12 Anaesthetic 
Technique

Denotes the method 
of anaesthesia to the patient 
during the intervention.

M* NA NA M* NA NA M* M* NA M* M* M* M*

16 Died During 
Intervention

A flag indicating the 
patient expired during 
the performance of 
interventions or during 
the post-anesthetic 
recovery period for the 
intervention episode.

M* NA NA M* NA NA M* M* NA M* M* M* M*

18–19 Intervention 
Episode End 
Date/Time

The date and time when the 
patient exits the physical area 
(Intervention Location) after 
service(s) ended.

M* NA NA M* NA NA M* M* NA M* M* M* M*

21
Derived

Intervention 
Episode 
Duration —
Derived

The difference, in minutes, 
between Intervention 
Episode Start Date/Time 
and Intervention Episode 
End Date/Time.

D D D D NA D D D D D D D D

22 Intervention 
Joint Identifier 
(CJRR)

Intervention Joint Identifier is 
a linkage field to the detailed 
prosthesis information 
captured in Group 20 
Hip and Knee Prosthesis 
Information (CJRR).

M* M* M* M* NA M* M* M* M* M* M* M* M*

23 Revision Reason 
(CJRR)

The Revision Reason field 
indicates the patient’s 
most responsible reason 
for revision (determined 
post-operatively) for 
the involved joint.

M* M* M* M* NA M* M* M* M* M* M* M* M*
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Group Field
Data Element 
Name Description

Field Status
N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T. Nun.

Group 20 — 
Hip and Knee 
Prosthesis 
Information 
(CJRR) 
(continued)

04 Cement — 
Name Other

Indicates the name 
of the cement if OTH 
(Mix/Other) is indicated in 
the Cement — Name field 
(Group 20 Field 03).

(Group 20 Field 03).
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Table 3	 DAD Data Elements, 2024–2025 — Group 19 Licensed Vendor Assigned Values



31

DAD Data Elements, 2024–2025

Group Field
Data Element 
Name Description

Group 19 — 
Licensed Vendor 
Assigned Values 
(continued)

14 RI Level
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